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ELIZABETH II c. 14

Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles
(Safeguarding and Road Safety) Act
2022

2022 CHAPTER 14

An Act to make provision about licensing in relation to taxis and private
hire vehicles for purposes relating to the safeguarding of passengers and
road safety; and for connected purposes. [31st March 2022]

B E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: —

Relevant information

1 Relevant information

(1) In this Act “relevant information”, in relation to a person, means information
indicating that the person—

(@) has committed a sexual offence (whether or not the person was charged
with, prosecuted for or convicted of the offence);

(b) has harassed another person;

(c) has caused physical or psychological harm to another person;

(d) has committed an offence that involves a risk of causing physical or
psychological harm to another person (whether or not the person was
charged with, prosecuted for or convicted of the offence);

(e) has committed an offence under section 165, 168 or 170 of the Equality
Act 2010 (whether or not the person was charged with, prosecuted
for or convicted of the offence);

(f) has done anything that, for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010,
constitutes unlawful discrimination or victimisation against another
person;
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has threatened, abused or insulted another person;
poses a risk to road safety when driving;
may be unsuitable to hold a driver’s licence for other reasons relating
to—
(i) the safeguarding of passengers, or
(ii) road safety.

(2) A reference in subsection (1) to an offence includes a reference to the following

offences —
(@) attempt to commit the offence;
(b) conspiracy to commit the offence;
(c) aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission of the
offence;
(d) incitement to commit the offence;
(e) an offence under Part 2 of the Serious Crimes Act 2007 in relation to

the offence.

(3) A reference in subsection (1) to an offence (including a reference having effect
by virtue of subsection (2)) includes a reference to conduct that would have
constituted the offence if it had been done in England and Wales.

(4) In this section, “sexual offence” means—

(@)

an offence under any of sections 1 to 12 and 14 to 17 of the Sexual
Offences Act 1956 (rape, unlawful intercourse, indecent assault, forcible
abduction etc);

an offence under section 128 of the Mental Health Act 1959 (unlawful
intercourse with person receiving treatment for mental disorder by
member of hospital staff etc);

an offence under section 1 of the Indecency with Children Act 1960
(indecent conduct towards child under 14);

an offence under section 9 of the Theft Act 1968 of burglary with intent
to rape;

an offence under section 54 of the Criminal Law Act 1977 (incitement
of child under 16 to commit incest);

an offence under Part 1 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003;

an offence under section 2 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (human
trafficking) committed with a view to exploitation that consists of or
includes behaviour within section 3(3) of that Act (sexual exploitation).

Licensing information database

2 Duty to record information about licensing decisions in database

(1) This section applies where, relying wholly or in part on relevant information
relating to a person, a licensing authority decides—

(@)
(b)
©)

to refuse the person’s application for a driver’s licence,
to refuse the person’s application for the renewal of a driver’s licence,
to suspend the person’s driver’s licence, or
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(d)

to revoke the person’s driver’s licence.

(2) The licensing authority must—

(@)
(b)

©)

make an entry recording the decision, and the information listed in
subsection (4), in the licensing information database,

ensure (whether by amending, removing or reinstating it) that the
entry is kept up-to-date so as to reflect any subsequent change made
to the decision—
(i) by the authority,

(ii) on appeal against the authority’s decision, or

(iii) on any subsequent appeal,
during the period of 11 years beginning with the day on which the
entry is first made, and

keep a record of the relevant information and the decision until the
end of the period referred to in paragraph (b).

(3) The reference in subsection (2)(b) to a subsequent change made to the decision
includes a reference to a subsequent decision by the authority to grant a
driver’s licence to the person.

(4) The information is—

(@)

the person’s full name, date of birth, home address and national
insurance number;

if the person holds a licence to drive a motor vehicle granted under
Part 3 of the Road Traffic Act 1988, the driver number shown on the
licence;

if the person holds a Northern Ireland driving licence, the driver
number shown on the licence;

if the person holds a Community licence, the number of the licence;
the name of the licensing authority and details of how further
information about the decision can be obtained from the authority;
the date on which the decision was made and (if different) the date
on which it takes effect;

the date on which any subsequent change to the decision was made
and (if different) the date on which it takes effect;

if the decision is to suspend the person’s driver’s licence for a period,
the date on which the suspension is to end;

such other information as the Secretary of State may by regulations
made by statutory instrument prescribe.

(5) The licensing authority must—

(@)

(b)

comply with subsection (2)(a) within the period of 5 working days
beginning with the day on which the licensing authority notifies the
person of its decision, and

comply with subsection (2)(b) as soon as practicable after becoming
aware of the change in question.

(6) Regulations under this section may make different provision for different
purposes.
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(7) A statutory instrument containing regulations under this section is subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

(8) In this section “Community licence” and “Northern Ireland driving licence”
have the meaning given by section 108(1) of the Road Traffic Act 1988.

3 Duty to search database and have regard to relevant information

(1) Before making a decision on a person’s application for, or for the renewal of,
a driver’s licence, a licensing authority (“the decision-making authority”’) must
search the licensing information database for entries relating to the person.

(2) Where any such entry was made by another licensing authority (“the recording
authority”) —

(a) the decision-making authority must make a request in writing to the
recording authority for the relevant information on which the recording
authority relied when making the decision recorded in the entry, and

(b) the recording authority must provide the information within the period
of 20 working days beginning with the day on which it receives the
request.

(3) The decision-making authority must have regard to the information when
making the decision referred to in subsection (1).

(4) Where, after complying with subsection (2)(b), the recording authority makes
a change to the entry in order to comply with section 2(2)(b) (duty to keep
entry up-to-date) —

(a) the recording authority must inform the decision-making authority
of —
(i) the change, and
(ii) the reason for the change, and

(b) the decision-making authority must have regard to the information
received under paragraph (a) when making the decision referred to
in subsection (1) (if the decision still falls to be made).

4 The database

(1) In this Act “licensing information database” means the database operated for
the purposes of this Act—

(@) by a person designated by the Secretary of State, or

(b) where no such person is designated, by, or on behalf of, the Secretary
of State.

(2) A designation under subsection (1)(a) —
(@) may contain conditions to which it is subject, and
(b) may be varied or withdrawn by the Secretary of State.

(3) The person operating the database must ensure that—

(@) every licensing authority, relevant authority and the Department for
Infrastructure in Northern Ireland are, subject to subsection (4), able
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(2)

€)

to search the database, make entries in it and amend, remove and
reinstate entries that it has made,

(b) every entry made in the database in accordance with section 2 is
removed from the database at the end of the period of 11 years
beginning with the day on which it is first made, and

(c) the information contained in the database is disclosed only for the
purposes of ensuring —

(i) the safeguarding of passengers, and
(ii) road safety.

The person operating the database may charge a fee to a person specified in
subsection (3)(a) in respect of the costs of the database.

A fee under subsection (4) may in particular be a periodic fee calculated in
such manner as the person operating the database considers appropriate.

But a person designated under subsection (1)(a) may only charge fees under
subsection (4) if the Secretary of State has agreed the level of the fees to be
charged.

Concerns about drivers licensed in other areas

Duty to report concerns about drivers licensed in other areas

This section applies where —

(@) an English licensing authority (“the first authority”) becomes aware
of relevant information relating to a person who has driven in the first
authority’s area in reliance on a driver’s licence or a relevant licence
granted by another licensing authority or a relevant authority (“the
second authority”),

(b) the information relates to the person’s conduct in the first authority’s
area, and

(c) the first authority is satisfied that, had it granted the licence, it would
have considered suspending or revoking it in reliance on the
information.

The first authority must provide to the second authority —
(@) the relevant information, and
(b) any other information of which it is aware which is relevant to
identifying the person,
before the end of the period of 10 working days beginning with the day on
which the first authority became aware of the relevant information relating
to the person’s conduct in its area.

In this section “relevant licence” means —

(@) alicence granted by a district council in Wales under section 51 of the
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976;

(b) a taxi driver’s licence or private hire car driver’s licence under section
13 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982.
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6 Duty as regards reported concerns about drivers licensed in other areas

(1) This section applies where an English licensing authority (“authority A”)—

(@) receives information from another licensing authority (“authority B”)
under section 5 relating to a person who has driven in authority B’s
area in reliance on a driver’s licence granted by authority A, or

(b) receives information of a similar nature from a relevant authority
(“authority C”) relating to a person who has driven in authority C’s
area in reliance on a driver’s licence granted by authority A.

(2) Before the end of the period of 20 working days beginning with the date on
which authority A becomes aware of the information, authority A must—

(@) consider whether to suspend or revoke the person’s driver’s licence
in reliance on—

(i) the information, and
(ii) any other information available to authority A, and
(b) inform authority B or authority C (as the case may be) in writing—

(i) whether or not it has suspended or revoked, or intends to
suspend or revoke, the person’s driver’s licence, and

(ii) the reasons for that action or intended action.
Guidance

7 Guidance

(1) The Secretary of State may issue guidance to licensing authorities in connection
with their functions under this Act.

(2) The Secretary of State may revise guidance issued under this section.

(3) The Secretary of State must arrange for guidance under this section, and any
revision of it, to be published.

(4) A licensing authority must have regard to guidance issued under this section.
Final provisions

8 Interpretation

(1) In this Act—

“driver’s licence” means a licence granted by a licensing authority
under —
(@) section 46 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847;
(b) section 8 of the Metropolitan Public Carriage Act 1869;
(c) section 9 of the Plymouth City Council Act 1975 (c. xx);
(d) section 51 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976;

(e) section 13 of the Private Hire Vehicles (London) Act 1998;
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“licensing authority”, except in the definition of “relevant authority”,
means a public authority in England which has licensing functions
under —

(@) sections 37 to 68 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847;

(b) the Metropolitan Public Carriage Act 1869;

(c) the Plymouth City Council Act 1975;
)

(d) Part 2 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1976;

(e) section 13 of the Private Hire Vehicles (London) Act 1998;
“licensing information database” has the meaning given by section 4;
“relevant authority” means —

(@) a district council in Wales;

(b) a licensing authority within the meaning of section 2 of the
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982;

“relevant information” in relation to a person, has the meaning given by
section 1;

“working day” means any day other than—
(@) Saturday or Sunday;
(b) Christmas Day or Good Friday;

(c) a day which is a bank holiday in England under the Banking
and Financial Dealings Act 1971.

(2) References in this Act to the area of a licensing authority are—
(@) in the case of Transport for London, to Greater London;
(b) in any other case, to the area for which the authority acts.

(3) References in this Act to the area of a relevant authority are to the area for
which the authority acts.

9 Extent, commencement and short title
(1) This Act extends to England and Wales only.

(2) The following come into force on the day on which this Act is passed —

(@) section 1,

(b) the power of the Secretary of State to make regulations under section
2,

(c) the powers of the Secretary of State to issue, revise and arrange for
the publication of guidance under section 7(1) to (3),

(d) section 8, and

(e) this section.

(3) The following come into force at the end of the period of 2 months beginning
with the day on which this Act is passed —

(@) the powers of the Secretary of State to make, vary and withdraw a
designation under section 4,

(b) sections 5 and 6, and
(c) section 7 (so far as not already in force under subsection (2)).
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(4) The remaining provisions of this Act come into force on such day or days as
the Secretary of State may by regulations made by statutory instrument
appoint.

(5) The regulations—
(@) may appoint different days for different purposes, and
(b) may make transitional, transitory or saving provision.

(6) This Act may be cited as the Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles (Safeguarding
and Road Safety) Act 2022.

© Crown copyright 2022

Printed and published in the UK by The Stationery Office Limited under the authority and superintendence of Jeff James,
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and Queen’s Printer of Acts of Parliament.



N t

w LSO

a Williams Lea company

Published by TSO (The Stationery Office), a Williams Lea company,
and available from:

Online
www.tsoshop.co.uk

Mail, Telephone, Fax & E-mail

TSO

PO Box 29, Norwich, NR3 1GN

Telephone orders/General enquiries: 0333 202 5070
Fax orders: 0333 202 5080

E-mail: customer.services@tso.co.uk

Textphone: 0333 202 5077

TSO@Blackwell and other Accredited Agents

S|||3N|9|7
977801

8-0-10-

05%7

5|7|0|1538
01538



TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES
(SAFEGUARDING AND ROAD SAFETY)
BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTES

What these notes do

These Explanatory Notes relate to the Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles (Safeguarding and Road Safety)
Bill as introduced in the House of Commons on 16 June 2021 (Bill 22).

® These Explanatory Notes have been provided by the Department for Transport with the
consent of Peter Gibson MP, the member in charge of the Bill, in order to assist the reader of
the Bill and to help inform debate on it. They do not form part of the Bill and have not been

endorsed by Parliament.

@ These Explanatory Notes explain what each clause of the Bill will mean in practice; provide
background information on the development of policy; and provide additional information on

how the Bill will affect existing legislation in this area.

® These Explanatory Notes might best be read alongside the Bill. They are not, and are not
intended to be, a comprehensive description of the Bill.

Bill 22—EN 58/2
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Overview of the Bill

1 The Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles (Safeguarding and Road Safety) Bill requires taxi and
private hire vehicle licensing authorities in England to share information of recent adverse
licensing history (refusals, suspensions or revocations of a licence) and for this to be
considered to mitigate the risk that unsuitable people are granted or hold a taxi or private hire
vehicle (PHV) driver licence.

2 The Bill has two main sets of provisions. The first require licensing authorities in
England to input into a central database instances where the authority has suspended,
revoked, refused to grant or refused to renew a taxi or PHV driver’s licence because
of certain safeguarding or road safety concerns relating to that driver. Other licensing
authorities in England must then have regard to that information when considering whether
to grant or renew a taxi or PHV driver’s licence.

3 The second set of provisions in the Bill requires licensing authorities in England to
report certain serious safeguarding or road safety concerns about a taxi or PHV
driver working in its area to the licensing authority in England, Wales or Scotland that granted
a licence to that driver. The Bill then requires licensing authorities in England to have regard
to any such reports received and to consider whether the relevant taxi or PHV driver should
remain licensed.

Policy background

4 Existing legislation, as set out in paragraph 16 below, allows a person who is granted a taxi or
PHYV driver’s licence by any licensing authority in England and Wales! to fulfil pre-booked
journeys anywhere in Great Britain.

5 Licensing authorities in England (“licensing authorities”) are required to carry out an
assessment of whether a driver is ‘fit and proper” or of ‘good character’. The Department for
Transport issued Statutory Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Standards to licensing authorities in
England in 2020 to which they must have regard when setting their policies. The Statutory
Standards is explicit in the benefits to public safety of greater sharing of relevant information
and in particular the use of the national register of taxi and private hire vehicle driver licence
refusals and revocations (NR3). While the Department for Transport has advised that it
expects the measures in the Statutory Standards to be implemented unless there is a
compelling reason not to, licensing authorities are able to deviate from them.

6 Licensing authorities are not required to share information with other licensing authorities
that may need to consider that information to take a fully informed decision about granting or
renewing a driver’s licence. Therefore, if a driver is refused a licence or has an existing licence
suspended or revoked because of safety concerns, the individual may be able to apply for a
licence in another area where the licensing authority might be unaware of the previous
refusal, suspension or revocation.

1 Licensing authorities in England and Wales are generally unitary authorities, district councils or, in London, Transport for
London.

2

These Explanatory Notes relate to the Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles (Safeguarding and Road Safety) Bill as
introduced in the House of Commons on 16 June 2021 (Bill 22)



7 Licensing authorities have powers only to take action against the licence of a driver if it
granted the licence even if that driver was working in its area. Since there is no obligation on
licensing authorities to report concerns about drivers to the licensing authority that issued the
licence (the “home licensing authority”), concerns over safety are often not acted upon due to
a lack of knowledge on the part of the home licensing authority.

Recording Information

8 Existing legislation? obliges licensing authorities to keep registers of licences issued and make
this information available on request. This information is not easily accessible however and
there is no requirement to record, or make available, information in respect of decisions to
refuse to grant or renew, or to suspend or revoke, driver’s licences.

9 Licensing authorities are generally reliant on applicants self-declaring whether they have had
a licence refused, suspended or revoked by another authority so this information is often
unreliable. A licensing authority would have to individually contact every licensing authority
and provide a common unique identifier to obtain a response from each to confirm any
information relating to an individual applicant. Since there are 276 licensing authorities in
England alone, this process is clearly impractical and such information is not always
proactively shared by licensing authorities. Some licensing authorities do use an existing
voluntary database to record instances of revocations and refusals, but not all do this.

10 The Bill enables the Secretary of State to provide, or to designate a person to provide, a
licensing information database (the “database”). The Bill then requires all taxi and PHV
licensing authorities in England to record, and input into the database, instances where they
have refused to grant or renew a taxi or PHV driver’s licence, or suspended or revoked such a
licence, because of certain safeguarding or road safety concerns. The licensing authority must
also provide contact details so that other licensing authorities can seek further information as
to the reasons for the decision.

11 When a licensing authority in England receives an application to grant or renew a driver’s
licence, the licensing authority must search the database for any entry relating to the
applicant. If there is an entry on the database relating to that person, the licensing authority
must seek further information from the licensing authority that made the entry on the
database. The licensing authority, when considering whether to grant or renew a driver’s
licence, must have regard to any information provided by the other licensing authority as to
why they previously decided to refuse to grant or renew, or to suspend or revoke, a licence for
that driver.

Reporting Safeguarding or Road Safety Concerns
12 As stated in paragraph 7, licensing authorities are unable to take action against the licence of a

taxi or PHV driver licensed by a different licensing authority.

13 It is not the intention of the Bill to remove the ability of taxi and PHV drivers from fulfilling
pre-booked journeys as detailed in paragraph 4. Such a restriction would be a fundamental

2 s.42 Town Police Clauses Act 1847; s.51(3) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976; s.16(1) London
Hackney Carriages Act 1843; s.23 Private Hire Vehicles (London) Act 1998.
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15

change to the current regulatory regime and may be detrimental to the passenger in terms of
availability and quality of service. Licensed taxi and PHV drivers will therefore continue to be
able to fulfil pre-booked journeys outside of the area where they were granted a licence.

The Bill will change the current practice by requiring licensing authorities to report certain
serious safeguarding or road safety concerns about licensed drivers to their home licensing
authority. The concerns must be sufficiently credible and serious that, had it granted the
licence it would have considered suspending or revoking it. The Bill also requires licensing
authorities to consider whether to suspend or revoke a driver’s licence as a result of any such
information that is reported to them by another licensing authority.

This will ensure that a licensing authority who granted a licence to a driver, and who is
therefore able to suspend or revoke that driver’s licence, is aware of information that suggests
the driver poses a public safety risk.

Legal background

16

The legislation relating to licensing of taxi and PHV drivers in England and Wales is set out in
a combination of primary and subordinate legislation. The current provisions are set out in:

a. the Town Police Clauses Act 1847;
b. the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976;
c. the London Hackney Carriages Act 1843;
d. the Metropolitan Public Carriage Act 1869;
e. the London Cab Order 1934;
f. the Private Hire Vehicles (London) Act 1998;
the Plymouth City Council Act 1975; and

the Plymouth City Council Act 1987

Territorial extent and application

17
18
19

The Bill extends to England and Wales only and applies in England.
Taxi and PHYV licensing is devolved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

See the table in Annex A for a summary of the position regarding territorial extent and
application in the United Kingdom.
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Commentary on provisions of Bill

Clause 1: Relevant Information

20

This clause defines “relevant information”. Relevant information includes information that

indicates a person poses a safeguarding or road safety risk. The term is used in various clauses
of the Bill.

Clause 2: Duty to record information about licensing decisions in database

21

22

23

This clause places a duty on licensing authorities to record all instances where they have
refused to grant or renew a taxi or PHV driver’s licence, or suspended or revoked such a
licence, relying at least partly on relevant information. Licensing authorities must input details
of such decisions on the database within five working days of notifying the driver of the
decision.

Information will be retained on the database for eleven years during which time licensing
authorities must ensure it is kept up to date to reflect any changes to a decision, for example,
following an appeal.

Subsection 4 lists the information that licensing authorities must enter into the database. It
also allows the Secretary of State to make Regulations to add new categories of information to
this list.

Clause 3: Duty to search database and have regard to relevant information

24

25

26

27

28

This clause requires that when a licensing authority considers whether to grant or renew a taxi
or PHV driver’s licence, the licensing authority (“the decision-making authority”) must search
the database in respect of the individual.

If there is an entry relating to the individual on the database, the decision-making authority
must make a written request for further information from the licensing authority that made
the entry (“the recording authority”).

The recording authority must respond to the request within 20 working days and provide, to
the decision-making authority, the reasons for the relevant licensing decision. Such reasons
will therefore not be included on the database and will only be shared directly between
licensing authorities on request.

The decision-making authority must have regard to the information received from the
recording authority when considering whether to grant or renew a licence to the individual.

The Bill does not propose that a decision taken by one licensing authority is binding on
another licensing authority. Licensing authorities would be required to seek further
information from the authority that made the previous decision and have regard to that
information when considering whether to grant or renew a taxi or PHV driver’s licence.
Licensing authorities may nonetheless come to a different decision, should their policies
procedures and consideration produce that result

Clause 4: The database

29

30

This clause allows the Secretary of State to provide, or to designate a person to provide, the
database for the purposes of the Bill. The Secretary of State may apply conditions to, and may
vary or withdraw, a designation.

Subsection 2 requires the database provider to ensure that every authority, responsible for
licensing of taxi or PHV drivers in the UK, can access the database to make, amend, remove

5
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and reinstate entries. The database provider must also ensure that information is deleted from
the database after eleven years.

31 Subsection 4 allows a fee to be charged by the person operating the database, but where that
person is not the Secretary of State, that person may only charge a fee if the Secretary of State
has agreed the amount of this.

Clause 5: Duty to report concerns about drivers licensed in other areas

32 This clause applies to licensing authorities in England (“the first authority”) where they
become aware of relevant information relating to the conduct of drivers licensed by another
authority that would lead them to consider suspension or revocation if the driver were one of
its own licencees. Licensing authorities in England must report such relevant information to
the licensing authority (“the second authority”), whether that second authority is based in
England, Wales or Scotland.

33 When reporting information, the first licensing authorities must provide any information
which it is aware of to allow the second authority to identify the driver of the taxi or PHV.

Clause 6: Duty as regards reported concerns about drivers licensed in other areas

34 This clause requires licensing authorities to have regard to any relevant information provided
to them by another licensing authority in England or similar information from an authority in
Scotland or Wales.

35 On receipt of the relevant information, licensing authorities in England must consider
whether to suspend or revoke the licence of the relevant driver and must notify the other
licensing authority of the decision together with their reasons for any action they are taking.

Clause 7: Guidance

36 This clause enables the Secretary of State to issue statutory guidance to licensing authorities
and requires licensing authorities to have regard to such guidance.

Clause 8: Interpretation

37 This clause defines certain terms used in the Bill.

Clause 9: Short title, extent and commencement

38 This clause specifies the extent of the Bill and its short title and provides for its
commencement. Further explanation of the provisions relating to commencement are
contained below.

6
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Commencement

39 The following provisions of the Bill will come into force on the day that the Bill is passed:
a. Clausel;
b. The power of the Secretary of State to make regulations under clause 2;

c. The powers of the Secretary of State in relation to the issuing of guidance under
clause 7; and

d. Clauses 8 and 9.
40 The following provisions of the Bill will come into force 2 months after the Bill is passed:

a. the power of the Secretary of State under clause 4 in relation to designating someone
to operate the database;

b. clauses 5 and 6;
c. and the remainder of clause 7

41 The remaining provisions of this Bill will come into force on a date or dates determined by
commencement Regulations.

Financial implications of the Bill

42 Any costs of meeting the measures provided for by the Bill could be met by licensing
authorities by virtue of the power to charge a fee in respect of the costs of the
database. However, since such a fee will not automatically be levied, the Bill effectively
provides the option for the database to be funded directly by Government.

43 Licensing authorities may recover any such costs imposed on them through taxi and PHV
driver licence fees where they have statutory powers to do so.

Parliamentary approval for financial costs or for
charges imposed

44 We do not expect the Bill to require a money resolution or a ways and means resolution.

Compatibility with the European Convention on
Human Rights

45 The Bill is considered to be compatible with the European Convention on Human Rights.

Related documents

46 The following documents are relevant to the Bill and can be read at the stated locations:

e Statutory Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Standards:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-taxi-and-private-hire-vehicle-standards
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Annex - Territorial extent and application in the
United Kingdom

Taxi and PHV policy is a devolved matter. The provisions in the Bill primarily extend to England and

Wales and apply in England only.

Provision | Extends Extends Extends Extends Would Would Would Legislative
toE&W toE&W and and corresponding | corresponding | corresponding | Consent
and and applies to | applies provision be provision be provision be Motion
applies to | applies to | Scotland? | to within the within the within the sought?
England? | Wales? Northern | competence of | competence of | competence of

Ireland? Senedd the Scottish the Northern
Cymru? Parliament? Ireland
Assembly?

Clause 1 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 2 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 3 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 4 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 5 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 6 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 7 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 8 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Clause 9 Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No

Subject matter and legislative competence of devolved
legislatures

In the opinion of the UK Government, the subject matter of the Bill is within the devolved competence

of the Welsh, Scottish and Northern Irish legislatures because it relates to taxi and PHV policy and is

controlled by the respective Devolved Administrations.

Taxi and PHYV licensing is within the competence of Senedd Cymru because it is not a reserved matter
under Schedule 7A of the Government of Wales Act 2006. It is within the competence of the Scottish

Parliament because it is not a reserved matter under Schedule 5 of the Scotland Act 1998. It is within

the competence of the Northern Ireland Executive because it is neither reserved under Schedule 3 to
the Northern Ireland Act 1998 nor excepted under Schedule 2 to that Act.
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