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Dear Licensing Team,

I hope this message finds you well.

Please find attached a copy of the representation made by Lincolnshire Police in relation
to the premises licensing matter. I am currently awaiting confirmation of the hearing date
and would appreciate any updates regarding the scheduling of the hearing.

Additionally, I have observed that several shops and pubs in the Boston marketplace hold
licenses, which may be relevant to this matter.

For your reference, I have outlined below the limitations of police officers in relation to
premises licensing.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you regarding
the next steps.

Kind regards,

Rugi Rasa

In the UK, premises licensing police officers are typically designated officers who are
responsible for overseeing the compliance with licensing laws under the Licensing Act
2003 and other relevant regulations. These officers have certain powers and
responsibilities, but they also face limitations. Here's an overview of the key limits on their
authority:

1. Scope of Authority

Jurisdictional Limitations: Police officers involved in premises licensing primarily
deal with the sale of alcohol, regulated entertainment, and late-night
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refreshments. However, they do not have the authority to manage or intervene in
all aspects of a premises' operation outside the context of these activities.
Premises-Only Focus: They are focused on ensuring the premises operate within the
conditions of their license, such as ensuring compliance with opening hours, alcohol
sales regulations, or the use of certain entertainment features (like live music). They
do not generally have authority over other non-licensed activities.

2. Police Powers Under Licensing Act 2003

Representation at Licensing Hearings: Police officers can object to a new license or
a variation of an existing license if they believe granting the license would
undermine any of the licensing objectives (e.g., prevention of crime and disorder,
public safety, prevention of public nuisance, and protection of children from harm).
However, this is only a recommendation, and the final decision rests with the local
council's licensing authority.
Inspection and Monitoring: Police officers can inspect licensed premises to ensure
compliance with the licensing conditions (e.g., checking that the premises are not
operating outside the hours allowed by the license). However, they do not have
unlimited access and must act within the legal framework of search and inspection
powers.
Issuing Warning Notices or Penalties: They may issue informal warnings if a
premises is found in breach of their license conditions. However, for serious
breaches, the police may need to go through the licensing authority or a magistrate
court to take further enforcement action, such as seeking a review of the license or
imposing a fine.

3. Limitations in Enforcement

No Unilateral Revocation of License: Police officers do not have the power to
revoke a license on their own. They can make representations and request a license
review if there are significant issues, but any decision to revoke or amend a license
is up to the local council's licensing committee.
Limited Power to Stop Alcohol Sales: While officers can request premises stop
selling alcohol if they believe it's a breach, they cannot always act without a legal
process. For example, they cannot arbitrarily seize alcohol unless they have the
correct warrants or the premises is deemed to be operating outside of the law.
Enforcement of Conditions: If a premises is found breaching certain conditions (e.g.,
failure to have a designated premises supervisor), the police may issue a formal
warning or request a licensing review, but they cannot directly enforce conditions
without the involvement of the licensing authority or the courts.

4. Collaboration with Other Authorities

Police officers often work in partnership with other agencies, such as local authority
licensing officers and environmental health teams, to ensure premises are
adhering to broader regulations. However, they cannot act independently in



situations that go beyond the remit of the Licensing Act.

5. Human Rights and Due Process

Police officers must act within the constraints of human rights laws. For example,
any searches of premises or seizure of items must be done according to proper legal
procedures. Similarly, they must respect the rights of individuals, including property
rights and the right to a fair trial.

6. Licensing Review Process

If a police officer believes a premises is operating in a way that undermines the
licensing objectives (e.g., consistently allowing disorderly behavior), they can apply
for a license review. However, this process requires a formal request to the local
authority, and the decision will be made after a public hearing. The police cannot
make this decision alone.

Summary of Limits:

Police officers can recommend license reviews but do not have the power to revoke
or alter licenses unilaterally.
They can inspect premises but cannot make arbitrary decisions about day-to-day
operations.
Enforcement is typically done through legal processes, such as hearings or court
proceedings, rather than through immediate action.
Their powers are confined to licensed activities, and they cannot interfere in other
business operations unless directly related to licensing breaches.

Overall, while police officers have significant authority to oversee and enforce certain
aspects of licensing law, their powers are limited by the need for a structured legal
process, collaboration with other authorities, and respect for individual rights.




